December 2009

» 5M7 GRAM

: ‘ Greetings to all Lions, Lioness and Leos of 5  M-7,

but | think about famlly our family and our Lions family.
™ We have a new granddaughter and that changes our family
&= dynamics. As we get new members into Lions, that .
changes the club dynamics. | have been asking all of our Clubs to
induct women and younger members into Lionism. You, as Lions,
have been doing a FANTASTIC job of doing just that. As of
November 30, 2009, our district of 5M-7 was up 18 new members for
a total of 1,987 members — just shy of our goal of 2,000 members.

We are the ONLY district in our multiple that is up that many members. Most districts are
down. So I want to say THANK YOU for communicating to others about Lions!

According to the International President Eberhard Wirfs December message,
he states, “I am also extremely grateful for the way you -- the Lion leaders of
the world -- have responded to this year's Move to Grow theme. Our results
continue in a very positive direction midway through December. The strength
of our service has grown by the addition of more than 12,500 net new members,
the best results in more than a decade. And our network of service and fellow-
ship has grown with the addition of 610 new clubs compared to 399 last year at
this time - a 71% improvement. These are simply fantastic and remarkable
results. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

District 5M-7 keep up the great work!

Our daughter Jamie, son-in-law Lion Dave holding
our new granddaughter Mackenzie, our daughter
Sara, DG Clay & Lion Deb

We wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!

DG Clay O’Flanagan
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life
by what we give.”
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1% Vice Governor Brian
Ramblings VDG Brian
Merry HO HO to all in MD5M7.

This is the month we go into the
Christmas rush, the mid-year
Governor Nights, Zone Meetings and final
preparations for the 5SM7 Mid-Winter on January
15, 16, and 17. To me, the Mid-Winter convention
marks the half-way point in our Lions year.

This is the time to start evaluating our
accomplishments and make plans for next year
even through we have not completed this Lions
year. Itis always a good idea to look back at what
you have done so far this year and what you still
need to do. It is time to start choosing your leaders
for next year and get them ready for their new
positions at the Spring School of Instruction. And, it
is always time to encourage and thank your current
club leaders, committee chairs, and fellow Lions for
their hard work and accomplishments.

For our MD5M7, we have increased our
membership by 18 as of the beginning of
December 2009; our 2 newest Lions clubs,
Nowthen and Blaine Central, are working hard and
doing fantastic things for their communities. The
Leos have started the Metro Leos Club out of Coon
Rapids. Club pledges to support the 5M7
Wellness Van are starting to gain ground, and by
the time this article is published we expect the total
amount of pledged funds will be somewhere
around $30,000.

District Governor Clay along with VDG'’s Dave and
Brian have been busy visiting as many zone
meetings and governor’s nights as their calendars
will allow. | have been overwhelmed by the
amount of work all the clubs have done so far this
year. Each club has brought their own
personalities to their meetings and we, as

the District Leaders, are proud and honored to
have been invited to

your meetings. My

jacket is getting smaller! e

Merry Christmas

and a Happy New
Year to all Lions, ;
Lioness and Leos of o e e
MD5M?7 from 1°

VDG Brian Toews
and Lion Joanne.

2" Vice Governor Dave

Greetings to all in 5M7!

Lion Nancy and | have been
very busy this last month with
many Governor’s nights, Zone
meetings and other Lion’s
events. It will be nice to have a two week break
to get our suits dry cleaned and ready for the
next round of events and Mid-Winter
Conventions. We are looking forward to seeing
many Lions that we have met over the years at
Mid-Winter and the new friends we have made
this year at the various Governors’ nights. We
will be attending some Conventions in other
Districts as well this season and anticipate some
fun times! | am sending a picture from Howard
Lake’s Governor’s Night early in December; it
was a long journey, but a fun time was had by
all.

The numbers of new lions in our District keeps
growing. 5M7 is in the lead with the most new
lions for the first half of the year. Keep up the
good work and continue to bring in those new
members to your clubs and our District. We still
have a ways to go to recovery the losses of last
year.

In closing, Lion Nancy and | wish you a Merry
Christmas and a very Blessed New Year. We
look forward to seeing a huge number of you at
Mid-Winter.....stop by the hospitality room and
say “HIl”

2" VDG Dave

Howard Lake Pres Darrell McAlpine,
DG Clay, 1st VDG Brian 2" VDG
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“Now where do we go”, says Lion Dave
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Governors
Travels

0)

Jan. 4 Cokato Governor’s Night

Jan 8, 9, & 10 5M-5, 5M-6 & 5M-9
Midwinter Conventions

Jan. 11 - Circle Lex Governor's Night

January 15-17 5M -7 Mid-Winter Convention

Jan. 21 St. Michael Governor’s Night

Jan. 27 Chisago Lakes Governor’s Night

Jan. 28 Delano Governor’s Night

Jan. 29-31 5M-1, 5M-4 5M-11Mid-Winter

Conventions

Feb. 5-7 5M-8 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 5-7 5M-10 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 8 Zimmerman & Livonia’s Gov. Night

Feb. 9 Santiago/Becker Governor's Night

Feb. 10 Columbus/Centerville Gov. Night

Feb 12-14 5M-2 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 15 Montrose Governor’s Night

Feb 16 Elk River Governor’s Night

Feb. 19-21 5M-3 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 19-21 5M-13 Mid-Winter Convention

Feb. 23 Fridley/Blaine Central Governors Night

Feb. 24 Annandale Governor’s Night

Mar. 9 North Branch Governor’s Night

Mar. 20 COG in Roseville

Mar. 22 Group 1 Lioness Meeting

Mar. 23 Cabinet Mtg. @Maple Commons in

North Branch

Up-Coming Zone Meetings

Feb.1 R2Z5 6pm TBD

Mar. 25 R1Z4 Zone Mtg. in Big Lake

Mar. 29 R2Z5 Meeting hosted by Hugo/Forest Lake

Mid-Winter Convention Memorial
Service!

Attention Secretaries or Presidents:

If your club has had a Lion or Lioness

pass away this year, please send a

picture and a brief bio of the

deceased to Lion Dan Kaiser, '
36455 Oasis Rd., Lindstrom, R
MN 55045, so they will be

included in the Memorial

Service at the Mid-Winter

Convention in January.

At Maple Lake Governor’s Night DG Clay
and VDG Brian singing “Happy Anniversary”
to a couple celebrating their 1°* Anniversary.
Very, Very off key!

At R1Z5 zone meeting DG has had a long
day and is getting his nap from Ramsey Prez
Lion Witbeck

WELCOME 10 THE CITY OF

X WAVERLY

DG Clay finally has his name in lights!
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ID Daniel O'Reilly
INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR

Daniel O'Reilly, from Stickney, lllinois, USA, was elected to serve a
two-year term as a director of The International Association of Lions
Clubs at the association’s 92nd International Convention, held in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, July 6-10, 2009.

Director O’Reilly serves as the President of the Village of Stickney,
lllinois, and runs his own business.

A member of the Stickney-Forest View Lions Club since 1984, he has held many offices within
the association, including club president, region chair, zone chair, district governor and vice
council chair. He has also served as the district chair for the USA/Canada Forum, chairman for
the district convention and chairman of the host committee for the 2007 International Convention
in Chicago, lllinois, USA.

In recognition of his service to the association, he has received numerous awards including the
100% President Award, Lions of Illinois Foundation Fellow Award, three 100% Zone Chairman
Awards, three 100% Region Chair Awards, eight Governor Appreciation Awards, 100% Governor
Award, Super Chairman Candy Day Award, District Governor Extension Award, International
Extension Award, Senior Master Membership Key, four International President Certificates of
Appreciation and two International President Medals. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones
Fellow.

In addition to his Lions activities, Director O'Reilly is active in numerous professional and
community organizations. He is a current member of the Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind
Advisory Committee.

Director O’Reilly and his wife, Maryanne, have two sons.
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Lions
Upcoming
Events

ATTENTION: Lions and Lioness

The Coon Rapids Lions Club is hosting
Lion Dale Johansen, Multiple District
Chairman for Camp New Hope, as a speaker
on the club's dinner meeting night which is
January 27 at the Coon Rapids VFW. We are
also inviting representatives from the Coon
Rapids VFW, Coon Rapids American Legion,
the Anoka Chapter of the DAV, plus possibly
also some military representatives. If your
Lions Club would like to have more
information on Camp New Hope or you know
any veterans who may be in need of this type
of service, please check out the web site at
www.projectnewhope.net. Please read the
Project New Hope flyer which gives you more
information. If you are attending the meeting,
please contact Lion Lyle Goff to make dinner
reservations.

If you cannot attend the dinner and would still
like to hear Lion Dale, he will be speaking at
8:00 PM.

Hello Fellow Lions,

We are in need of
talented and untalented
musicians for the All-

Lions Musical Variety
Show for the 2010 5M7
Mid-Winter Convention.

It is Saturday night,
January 16th, 2010. You
don't have to play well but
you do need to have fun!
We are looking for musical
acts, guitar players, singers, accordions, and horn
players (especially trumpets and tubas).

We have a plan and a director. All we need is YOU!
If you plan on attending the Mid-Winter Convention
and have a musical talent then contact us for more
information ASAP.

Please pass the word on to your club members!

Contact:

Lion Dewey Gunnarson
Convention Committee Member
Region 1, Zone 2 Chair
763-238-6443
Dwight@lionsbm7rl1z2.org

Mid-Winter Convention
Wishing Well

Hearing and Service Dog of

MN is in need of your support.

This year at the Midwinter

Convention we will have a

Wishing-Well. We would hope

you can supply some of the

items from Hearing and Service

Dogs wish List.

A few of these items are:

Dog Supplies
Chuck-Its (for clients to toss tennis balls)
Medium size metal dog bowls
Healthy Dog treats
Frontline Flea and Tick Preventative
Kongs, Nylabones (giant)
Dog leashes, 6' narrow width cotton
Donated veterinary services
Gentle Leaders & Haltis, size M & L
5/8" adjustable 10"-16" collars
Gift Cards to pet supply stores —
Fish Qil capsules I?QS] =
Dog grooming services -~ -

Please help us fill the wishing

well. The dogs need our help!!

www.5M7.org



Howard Lake Lions

Members of the Howard Lake Lions Club
served ice cream to residents of

the nursing home in Howard Lake.

The Lions also handed out Christmas
ornaments to all the residents with

their name printed on the front and Howard
Lake Lions on the back.

Lion Nancy Main visits with one of
the residents

Lion LaNette Thorson helps a resident with
her ornament, while other members are
ready to dish up more ice cream

Help Needed

We have had a request from Rise Inc. for 2
or 3 used wheelchairs in good working
order. If anyone can help Rise with this
contact:

Peggy Rogers Kraemer

(Intake Coordinator) at:

Rise Inc.
8406 Sunset Road N.E.
Spring Lake Park, MN.

Lions Links:

Lions International — www.lionsclubs.org
Multiple District 5M — www.lionsmd5m.org
District 5M-7 - www.5m7.0org

Coon Rapids Lions

Buffalo Lions

www.5M7.org



Forest Lake Lions

District 5M-7 Gov. Clay O'Flanagan paid tribute at
Governor's Night for Hugo and Forest Lake Lions clubs
to Forest Lake Lion Harris Miller, left, and his wife Irene
for their 62 years of marriage. Gov. Clay has been
saluting outstanding marriages in the district during his
Governor's Night appearances.

Forest Lake Lions Club member Rollie
Sibbald, right, pins a Lions emblem on his
wife Geri, a new member installed at
Governor's Night in Forest Lake on Nov. 19.

Forest Lake Lion Harris Miller, left, met with

Santa Claus, both ringing bells at the Forest
Lake Wal-Mart in November. Every year for the past 12 years, the Forest
Lake Lions have been ringing bells for the

Salvation Army. On this particularly warm
Saturday morning, Lions Rollie Sibbald and
Jay Matheson ring for charity.

The Forest Lake Lions Club collected $1,000
in two Saturday ringings at the Forest Lake
Wal-Mart store. Here, Lion Norman Anderson,
left, and Lion Harris Miller show that their bells
are in fine tune.
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Howard Lake Lions

On Sunday December 6th the Howard lake
Lions sponsored a Breakfast Buffet with
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus. Lion Debbie
McAlpine was chairperson of the buffet.
Proceeds are being used to fund the Silent
Santa program. Silent Santa in Howard
Lake is chaired by Lion Jill Zurawski.
Pictures with Santa were taken and given
out to the children.

The Howard Lake Business Association
provided gift bags and the pictures to all the
children who attended. The Silent Santa
program enables less fortunate children to
receive a gift at Christmas time.

Lion Jill Zurawski (I), Lion Debbie McAlpine (r)

F Wor F £ |

GRAM News Wanted!

Send your news for the 5M7 GRAM
katlinder@usfamily.net

Due each month by the 20™

Posted to www.5M7.0org web site by 24th

Coon Rapids Lions

The recent manning of the Salvation Army
kettle at Wal-Mart Riverdale by members of
the Coon Rapids Lions Club resulted in the
collection of $1,293.45 during their two-day
project. The Lions greatly appreciated the
donations made by everyone and hope the
funds will be helpful in making this holiday
season a happy one for some deserving
individuals. The Lions encourage everyone to
make a donation to the Salvation Army during
the holidays with the demand for assistance
being so heavy this time of the year.

Lions Lyle Goff, Dan Janish, Tom Hakala,
Al Meyer and Beth Janish show some
holiday spirit while they collect donations
for the Salvation Army kettle drive.

Chisago Lakes Lions

Three Lions Members, Jim Koenig, Gary
Gerke and Rueben Hoffman are pictured
during their shift doing a Lions food pantry
drive at Lindstrom Foods. They collected 422
pounds of food. Not shown and also helped
collect food was Lions Don Bungum, Jim
Green, Doug Lumby, George McMahon and
Gordy Schultz.
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Spring Lake Park Leos

The 5th Annual Holiday House sponsored

by the Spring Lake Park Leos and Lioness provided
shopping for the Elementary students of District 16.
Children came to Spring Lake Park HS to pick out
inexpensive items for the parents and siblings. The
Leos helped the kids choose their gifts and the
Lioness wrapped them. Many kids took advantage
of this opportunity to do some holiday shopping and
participate in other craft activities provided. Kids got
to frost and eat holiday cookies, write letters to Santa
and make snowflakes. A great time was had by all!!!

www.5M7.org
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2010 5M7
MID-WINTER CONVENTION
PARADE OF GREEN

CLUB

Donations Being Presented Today Amount
1. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank 1.
2. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank (Children’s Eye Clinic)

3. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank (Macular Degeneration Center) 3
4. MD5M Hearing Foundation 4
5. MD5M Hearing Foundation (Children’s Hearing Center) 5.
6. Mercy Hospital (5M7 Wellness Van) 6.
7 7
8 8
9 9

. Leader Dog for the Blind
. Hearing and Service Dog of Minnesota
. Lions Clubs International Foundation LCIF

10. Project New Hope (Returning Veterans Program) 10.
11. American Diabetes Foundation (Camp Needlepoint) 11.
12. Friendship Ventures (Camp Friendship) 12.
13. Friendship Ventures (Camp New Hope) 13.
14. Other (please List) - 14.
15. Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation 15.
Non-Gambling Donations

16. 5M7 Team News (Newsletter) 16.
17. 5M7 Youth Outreach includes Quest 17.
18. Others (please list) 18.

TOTAL

Please list previous donations to these organization s made prior to today and starting at
the beginning of this year (07/01/09).

1. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank 1.
2. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank (Children’s Eye Clinic) 2.
3. Minnesota Lions Eye Bank (Macular Degeneration Center) 3.
4. MD5M Hearing Foundation 4.
5. MD5M Hearing Foundation (Children’s Hearing Center) 5.
6. Mercy Hospital (5M7 Wellness Van) 6.
7. Leader Dog for the Blind 7.
8. Hearing and Service Dog of Minnesota 8.
9. Lions Clubs International Foundation LCIF 9.
10. Project New Hope (Returning Veterans Program) 10.
11. American Diabetes Foundation (Camp Needlepoint) 11.
12. Friendship Ventures (Camp Friendship) 12.
13. Friendship Ventures (Camp New Hope) 13.
14. Other (please List) 14.
15. Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation 15.
Non-Gambling Donations

16. 5M7 Team News (Newsletter) 16.
17. 5M7 Youth Outreach includes Quest 17.
18. Others (please list) 18.

TOTAL

CAMPAIGN SIGHTFIRST Il
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Soaring with Lionism in 2010
(2010 MD5M Convention)

The Elizabeth Lions Club MD5M Multiple District Convention committee has good news.
Shooting Star Convention Center Hotel rates have been lowered to $64.95 per night, IF
reservations are made by April 1, 2010. Get your convention registration in now to get the
code to call the hotel to reserve your room.

Another bit of good news is that there will be NO table fee for non-profit groups, pin
traders, and Lions projects. These requests must be received by March 1, 2010, or there
will be a charge of $40, if there is space remaining.

Commercial table rent is set for $100. Again, these requests must be in by March 1, 2010.

There will be space available in the program for sponsored advertising. The pricing is as
follows:

Full page  $100

Half page $ 55

Quarter page$ 30

Eighth page $ 20

Sponsor $ 10

(This would be a listing of supporting businesses, Lions, Lions Clubs, etc)

These print-ready ads must be received, along with the check for the proper amount, by
March 1, 2010. It will be possible to e-mail them directly to the printer at the following
address: mwprint@prtel.com Attn Lions 2010 Convention. If the ad is e-mailed, please
mail your check to the convention committee.

Remember to get your registration in by March 1, 2010, to qualify for the drawing for a free
registration book.

The mailing address for any communications is \\

Elizabeth Lions MD5M Convention §\
PO Box 1037 R
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-1037

Contact information for the Convention
Duane Rose, Chair dcrose@prtel.com
Wayne Myrvik, Vice Chair wkmyrvik@msn.com
Lorri Holt, Registration dlholt@prtel.com

“Come Soar With Us”
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