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Greetings to all Lions, Lioness and Leos of 5M-7,  
 
LIONESS OF 5M-7 

I want to say a HUGE thank you to all the Lioness of 5M-7 for all that each  
one of you do in our District.  In District 5M-7 we have the largest contingent  
of Lioness and you all are wonderful people and I do appreciate everything  
that you do in your communities.  THANK YOU! 
 
Currently we have 1,995 members in District 5M-7.  We are up 26 
members.  Thank you to all of your clubs that are inducting women and  
younger members.  Keep up the great work!!!! 
 
As I travel around District 5M-7 for Governor Nights I often ask the clubs a  
question, ñDo you know the difference between the Multiple and the 
                           District?ò and I get a lot of blank looks.  I know that there  
                          are new Lions that need to have Orientation; and I also feel that even    
                          us Lions that have been around a long time might even learn something new.                           
                          Please ask Lion Steve Halseth or Lion Al Wiese to come out to your clubs and 
                           present their Orientation program.  We have many cabinet members in charge 
                               of various programs.  Please ask them to your club to give their   
                                 presentations.  That is what they are here for. 
 
                             There are just a few clubs that have not scheduled their Governor Night as of 
this writing.  Please call me and we can set it up ASAP. 
 
 I took a tour of the new Can Do Canines (formerly Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota) 
facility.  WOW, what a great new building they have.  I saw a lot of Lions from 5M-7 there.  The 
tour was excellent.  I took a new member with me that had never seen the facility.  She was at 
our Mid-Winter Convention and had seen the presentation Sunday morning on autism and very 
impressed and wanted to get more information. If you have not had Lion Steve Linder or Lion 
Tom Fiecke for Can Do Canines out to speak at your meeting, I would suggest you do so. 
 
Our Project New Hope Raffle has started and is going well.  Thank you for supporting such a 
wonderful cause.  VDGE Lion Dave Schroeder is the Chairman for Project New Hope.  The 
tickets give you a chance to win a 2010 Ford Mustang Convertible ï taxes and license will be 
paid!  They are $20 each and all proceeds go directly to Project New Hope.  If you havenôt heard 
of the program ask VDGE Lion Dave or me to come out to speak on Project New Hope that 
helps returning Combat Vets.  VDGE Daveôs email is: Daveschroeder@wdemail.com. 

 
DG Clay OôFlanagan 
ñWe make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.ò 
  
 
 
 
 

5M7 GRAM 
March 2010 
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  1st Vice Governor Brian 
 

          Ramblings from VDG Brian 
 
  Hello 5M7.  We now have only three more 
  months left of our Lions year.  Time for 
  Lion Joanne and me has just flown by--
with club and zone visits, fund raisers and convention 
adventures. 
 

The Spring School of Instruction for the Lioness and 
Lions Clubs of 5M7 will be held in Buffalo on April 27 for 
the west side of the district and in Andover on April 28 for 
the east side.  Secretaries, treasurers and tail twisters 
will want to attend this training opportunity which is 
intended to help simplify their service in 2010-2011.  The 
format for the presidentsô training will be a bit different this 
year in that current presidents, presidents elect, 
membership chairs and zone chairs will all meet in the 
same room.  The plan is to use the first 30 minutes for new 
information for the clubs and then break into small groups 
for goal setting, planning discussions and idea exchanges.  
I am hoping to see some lively discussion taking place.  
Each club is strongly encouraged to send all officers and 
interested Lions to this opportunity.   
 

A complete slate of officers must be presented to your 
clubôs general meeting in April. It is important that the 
installation of officers be conducted as a special ceremony, 
which expresses the confidence and importance the club 
has placed in their leadership for the following year.  Lions 
International requires that the PU101 form must be 
received by May 15ðhowever, the Multiple District needs 
the form before April 30.  This deadline allows our Multiple 
District to prepare and publish the 2010-2011 Directory 
with up-to-date information.   
 

The challenge for the rest of the year and next year is to 
implement service projects that provide the opportunity for 
members to practice their leadership skills and expose 
your Lions club to your community.  I found a fine example 
of this type of activity in Grandy this past month.  Their club 
has refurbished the community ball field with a new playing 
surface, an irrigation well, and plans to erect a building on 
the site.  A portion of this project was funded from the 
Minnesota Twins and fill material was provided from a 
State of Minnesota highway project in the area.  The 
project is visible from Highway 65 as you pass through 
town.  Way to go Grandy Lions!   
 

Lion Joanne and I are currently participating in District 
Governor Elect training in Roseville.  All twelve districts are 
represented, and it is an incredible experience.  We had 
the privilege of touring Can Do Canines, Minnesota Lions 
Eye Bank, Minnesota Hearing Foundation and Minnesota 
Diabetes Center.  Weôre so proud of what our Lions Clubs 
in Minnesota are doing for children, men and women in 
Minnesota and around the world.  Keep up the good work! 
 

All of us are dedicated Lions, dedicated to the principals of 
Lionism, and dedicated to helping those in our 
communities and around the world who are less fortunate.  
I am certain that properly armed with a sense of how we 
want our clubs to look and to operate, we can find new 
ways to live our motto:  WE SERVE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Vice Governor Dave 
 
Greetings to all Lions and Lioness! 
Itôs hard to believe that we only 
 have 3 months left in this ñLionò  
year.  Lion Nancy and I have  
enjoyed this year traveling around 
 the District of 5M7, meeting new friends and 
visiting your clubs.  I am pleased to see the 
numbers keep going up for the new members in 
our District.  However, we have a ways to go to 
make up for the losses we experienced.  I know 
you can do it!  Remember, ñMove to Growò! 
Lion Nancy and I were invited to the North 
Branch Governorôs night and was glad to see 
one of the North Branch Lions receive the 
Community Service Award.  This Lion is known 
throughout the Community by name and face 
and known to 5M7 by Lion Don Hartsell.  
Congratulations, Lion Don, you are very 
deserving of this Award! 
On April 6th, in Isanti, I will be meeting with the 
Yellow Ribbon Group, VFW and Legion Clubs to 
talk about Project New Hope.  I am happy to 
have this opportunity to promote Project New 
Hope and am hoping this will become a great 
partnership. 
In late April, we will be in Mahnomen to start my 
1st Vice District Governor training at the 5M 
Multiple Convention.  It will be an exciting 
weekend, I am sure. 
Until next time, ñkeep the dirty side down and 
the shiny side upò and ñHear the Roarò!  Enjoy 
this Spring weather! 
 
1st VDGE Dave 
 

PROJECT NEW HOPE  

Get your Raffle Ticket for  Project New Hope and win 

a car! VDGE Lion Dave Schroeder is the 
Chairman for Project New Hope.  The tickets 
give you a chance to win a 2010 Ford Mustang 
Convertible ï taxes and license will be paid!  
They are $20 each and all proceeds go directly 
to Project New Hope.  If you havenôt heard of the 
program ask VDGE Lion Dave or me to come 
out to speak on Project New Hope that helps 
returning Combat Vets.  VDGE Daveôs email is: 
Daveschroeder@wdemail.com. 
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Welcome  
New Lions 
Lion Don Shannon ς 
sponsored by Lion LoriAndersonLion 
Gabrielle Vaughn ς sponsored by Lion Jason Vaughn 

 

 
 

Governors  

        Travels 
 
Mar. 25 R1 Z4 Mtg. in Big Lake 
Mar. 29 R1 Z1 Mtg. 
Mar. 29 R2 Z5 Mtg. Place Hugo/Forest Lake 
Apr. 1 R2 Z4 Spring Lake Park  
Apr. 7 R1 Z5 Mtg. Ramsey 
Apr. 9 Mid-Winter Convention Committee Mtg. 
Apr. 12 R2 Z2 Mtg Hosted by Stacy Lions 
Apr. 15 Forest Lake 50th Anniversary  
Apr. 22-25 MD5M Convention in Mahnomen 
Apr. 22 Big Lake Governor's Night 
Apr. 23 COG Meeting in Mahnomen 
Apr. 26 R1 Z3 Mtg.Albertville 
Apr. 27 Spring School of Instruction- West 
Apr. 28 Spring School of Instruction- East 
May 6 Big Lake Governor's Night 
May 7 Governor Clay's Birthday!! 
May 13 Rush City Governor's Night 
May 18 R2 Z3 Ham Lake VFW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Up-Coming  
  Zone Meetings 
 

Mar. 25 R1 Z4 Zone Mtg. in Big Lake 
Mar. 29 R1 Z1 
Mar. 29 R2 Z5 Mtg hosted by Hugo/Forest Lake 
Apr. 1 R2 Z4 Meeting Spring Lake Park (Chg from 4/15) 
Apr. 7 R1 Z5 Anoka America Legion 
Apr. 12 R2 Z2 Mtg hosted by Stacy Lions 
Apr. 26 R1Z3 Mtg. Albertville 
May 18 R2 Z3 Ham Lake VFW 

A Candle, 
A Bible,  
And a Bell 

óGRAM News" due by the 20 of each 
month. Send in your Club Projects 
and Events for publication in the 5M7 
GRAM. Send Pictures too! 
katlinder@usfamily.net 
 

Is your Club on the World Wide Web? 

Create a Free Web Site for Your Club 

If youôre looking for a free and easy way to create a 
Web site for your Lions club, the e-Clubhouse is for 
you! 
LionNET is proud to provide this resource to help 
Lions Clubs around the world build a useful, 
professional looking Web site. Designed with fill-in-
the blank fields for even the least Internet savvy, 
the e-Clubhouse allows you to: 
Build and maintain a Web site for your club using a 
simple set of tools. 
Keep your members ï and community ï up-to-date 
on the projects the club is working on. 
Promote your clubôs activities ï and recruit new 
members. 
There is no monthly hosting fees for your club and it 
is very easy to setup and update. So if your club is 
looking to get on the World Wide Web here is your 
FREE opportunity. 

 
Visit this web address to request your club web 
site. http://lionwap.org/eclub/index.php 
 

PEACE  
POSTER  

CONTEST 
2010-2011 

 "VISION OF PEACE" 

ORDER YOUR KITS NOW  
FROM LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

FOR STUDENTS 11-12-13 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, 

 I'M ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY OR 
 I CAN EVEN BE REACHED AT 

vhestekind@comcast.net 
Lion Ginny 

 

Featuring Club Web Sites:  

http://lionwap.org/eclub/sites/Buffalomn  

http://lionwap.org/eclub/sites/BlaineCentralMN/index.php  

http://lionwap.org/eclub/sites/SpringLakePark/index.php  

http://www.fridleylions.org/  

http://www.hamlakelions.org/  

http://www.lionwap.org/nowthenmn  

http://linolakesmn.lionwap.org/  

http://www.ramseylions.org/  

http://www.lionnet.com/contact.php
mailto:vhestekind@comcast.net
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Lions  

Upcoming  

Events 
 

March 27, North Branch Lions 
Prime Rib Dinner 
 

March 28, Anoka Lions Club 
50th Annual Pancake Breakfast  "All You Can Eat" 
Anoka American Legion  8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
Wellness Van Available for "Free Screening" 
  

March 28, Stacy Lions Club 
Annual pancake breakfast. This will held at the Rick 
Doyle Memorial Bldg. 
 

March 28, Ham Lake Lions Club 
Annual Pancake Breakfast  McKinley School 
 

April 10, Circle Lex Lions Club  

Vintage Style Show 11:30 AM @ St. Joes 
 

April 11, Becker Lions  Club 
Pancake Breakfast. Time 8 am to 12 pm. The 
Wellness Van will be there from 9 to 12.  TC the 
bear from the Minnesota Twins will be there from 10 
to 11 
 

April 11, Spring Lake Park Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast   8-12:30 pm 
 

April 15, Forest Lake Lions Club 
50th Anniversary Celebration  
 

April 17, Rockford Lions Club 
Greenback Dinner @ Rockford Township Hall 
6PM 
 

April 23, Cokato Lions  

Pork Chop Dinner @ Dassel-Cokato High School 
 

April 26, Monticello Lions  
Walleye Feed Fundraiser 
 

April 27, Spring School of Instruction 

 Buffalo Middle  School, Buffalo 
 

April 28, Spring School of Instruction 
 Oak View Middle School, Andover 
 

May  2, Anoka Lioness 

Belgian Waffle Brunch 8am-1pm 
Champlin American Legion 

 

PDG Jim Mulroy at the Melvin Jones Memorial in 
Arizona 

Cokato Lions Club 

Lions Club members are working to complete a 17-
foot cedar-strip canoe that will be raffled off at its 
annual pork chop dinner this spring.  The project 
began in December with six to eight Lions members 
helping construct the canoe strip-by-strip from a kit. 
When completed, the two-seater will have taken 
between 120 and 150 hours to construct.. 

The goal of the Lions project is to raffle the canoe, 
among other prizes, with the proceeds benefiting a 
newly established scholarship fund for Dassel-Cokato 
High School graduates, according to Redman. 

Along with the canoe, the 
 Lions will also raffle off an 
electric smoker with a $200 
-value, a fishing rod and reel  
with a $150 value, a two- 
night getaway to Grand  
Casino-Hinkley with a $150  
value, $100 cash, and other  
smaller donations.. Six hund 
-red tickets will be sold at 
 $10 apiece.  

Tickets are on sale now and 
can be purchased from any  
Lions member, or by calling  
Redman at (320) 583-6319  
or Abe Abrahamson at (320) 
 286-6244. Tickets can also  
be purchased at Farmersô State Bank of Dassel and 
First National Bank in Cokato. 

The pork chop dinner is scheduled for Friday, April 
23, at the Dassel-Cokato High School . 
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Your Club and LCIF ð Together we ñCan Doò it! 
 

How can your Lions Club double your money? By joining with others across  

Multiple 5M and saying ñTogether We Can Do It!ò 

 

In 1987 when Al Peters started the Hearing Dog Program of Minnesota, 

 he took a leap of faith and said, ñI can do it!ò 

 

In 1995, when he placed the first Mobility Assist Dog and became Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota, Lion 

Al and his team said, ñWe can do it!ò  

 

Since 2003, additional programs for diabetes, seizure and autism assist dogs have been put into place. Programs 

for our returning wounded warriors are also underway. Today, we train and place more assistance dogs than any 

other program in the upper Midwest.  

 

Each of you who have heard Lion Al, a member of his team, or a graduate speak at club meetings or mid-winter 

conventions knows that the ñcan doò attitude goes beyond training dogs to help people. These specially trained 

dogs help their partners say, ñYes I can!ò everyday by bringing independence, freedom and peace of mind.  

 

To reflect the future they envision, Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota has officially announced a new name 

ð Can Do CaninesÊ ð Assistance Dogs. In order to fulfill the dream of helping more people with disabilities, a 

larger, more accessible location was needed. A permanent home was purchased last June in New Hope and phase 

one of the renovation is complete. 

 

Much remains to be done. Minnesota Lions are committed to raising $75,000 toward the $150,000 cost of 

building the second bank of dog kennels. The ten additional kennels will be used for training these special dogs 

and placing them with people in your community. In order to raise the remaining funds, we are applying for 

$75,000 in matching funds from Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).  

 

We need your donation to the capital campaign in the next 2 months in order to submit the LCIF grant by April 

21, so construction can start this summer. 

 

We have 4 giving levels, and each club will be recognized on a Lions plaque inside the new building as follows: 

 

Titanium ð $100 or more/member 

Gold ð $50-$99/member 

Silver ð $25-$49/member 

Bronze ð $10 - $24/ member 

 

We encourage you to donate an amount above your regular donation as soon as possible, so more clients with 

disabilities can become more independent with the use of a trained dog. As Lion Al and Can Do CaninesÊ look 

forward to a future where everyone who wants and needs an assistance dog can have one, they join with our 

Lions Clubs and say, ñTogether, we can do it!ò 

 

PCC Frank Loken, MD5M Chair 

Can Do CaninesÊ and Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota- 

 

Please send your donation to;  

 Can Do Canines 

9440 Science Center Drive 

New Hope, Minnesota 55428 

 

763-331-3000   

info@ can-do-canines.org 

www.can-do-canines.org 
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Gov. Clay O'Flanagan and Youth Outreach 
chair Ginny  Hestekind visited the Forest Lake 
Lions Club's regular meeting  recently to 
present two District 5M-7 Drug Awareness 
Poster Contest  awards. Here, Alexis Riepe 
and mom Mary show off her winning 
poster with Forest View Elementary School 
kindergarten teacher Arlene Bevin. 
 

Sixteen 
teams were 
represented 
in the Forest 
Lake Lions   
Club Ice 
Golf 
Tournament 
on Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 
Here golfer 
Jeremy  
Savageaux 
shows a 
good swing 
as he 
represents 
Maranatha 
Church, 
Forest  
Lake. 

District 5M-7 Youth Outreach chair Ginny 
Hestekind tells two drug awareness poster 
contest winners from Forest Lake just  how 
important theyare. She is talking to 
kindergartner Alexis Riepe and third grader 
Ellen Matthes 
 

District 5M-7 Gov. Clay O'Flanagan points to 30 
years  on a special recognition pin he gave to 
Forest Lake Lion John Preston  at a recent 
Forest Lake club meeting. Lion John is a former 
district  zone chairman and regional chairman 

Lions in Action  

 

Ellen Matthes won the grade 3-4 division of 
the District 5M-7 Bruce Gagnelius Drug 
Awareness Poster Contest for 2010.  Ellen, a 
third grader at St. Peter's Catholic School, is 
shown with Gov. Clay, Lion Ginny, her parents 
Kathleen and David Matthes and her teacher 
Paula Cameron. 
 




